SIMMONS : Well, there you have it, Mr. Woodley.

You've heard the Head's opinion, and . . ,

MR. W. : Frankly, Mr. Simmons, I don't under-
stand this. A boy doesn't attack another with a
knife for no reason at all.

SIMMONS : Not a normal boy, I agree. That's the
whole point.

MR. W.: You've made that remark before.
What are you driving at ?

SIMMONS : I don't consider your son a normal

boy by any means, Mr. Woodley.

MR. W. : I must say this is an extraordinary
affair. Has this abnormality you speak or
manifested itself in any other way besides this
incident ? Are you keeping something from me ?

SIMMONS : I have told you all I consider relevant.
There have been a large number of things. I
am not judging him on this alone, though
naturally I regard it as a climax. ... A boy who
has allowed his self-control to get so far out of
hand . . .

MR. W. : Yes, yes, yes. I've heard all that, and
I say I don't understand it, Roger's not a baby ;
he must be accustomed to teasing by this time.
I should be obliged if you would tell me some
of the things that you don't consider relevant.
Perhaps I might.

SIMMONS : Really, Mr. Woodley, I should have
thought this quite sufficient. But your son's,
behaviour lately has been far from satisfactory-
in every respect.
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